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Michele Norris to Speak at MLK Celebration
DECEMBER 3, 2014

Michele Norris, the first African-American female host for NPR,
will be the featured speaker at Georgia Southern University’s
2015 MLK Celebration on Wednesday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. in the
Performing Arts Center, 847 Plant Drive. The annual celebration
to commemorate the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., is
sponsored by the Office of the Vice President for Student
Affairs and Enrollment Management, and the University’s
Multicultural Student Center.
Norris, an award-winning journalist and one of the most
recognized and trusted voices in American journalism, was the
host of NPR’s longest-running national program, All Things
Considered until 2012. Her journalism has garnered a Peabody
Award, duPont Award, an Overseas Press Club Award, and the
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National Association of Black Journalists named her the 2009
Journalist of the Year.
“We chose Michele Norris because of her reputation,

professional accomplishments, and because of her initiative that she started in 2010, the Race Card
Project, which encouraged a wider conversation about race among her readers and listeners,” said
Dorsey Baldwin, director of the Multicultural Student Center. “We’ve even started the Race Card
Project on our campus to get honest and open feedback from our students, faculty and staff.”
Norris is the author of The Grace of Silence: A Memoir, where she focuses on how America talks
about race in the wake of the Obama presidential election, and explores her own family’s racial
legacy.
“We’re excited for her to discuss her book, The Grace of Silence: A Memoir, which explores her
family’s history; and we also hope that she will discuss how far we’ve come with the conversation on
race and where do we go from here,” says Baldwin.
This event is free and open to the public. Tickets for the event will not be distributed; however,
seating is limited.

University Receives Accreditation for Doctor
of Psychology Program
DECEMBER 3, 2014

Georgia Southern University today announced
the American Psychological Association’s
Council on Accreditation has formally
accredited the University’s Doctor of
Psychology (Psy.D ) program in Clinical
Psychology.
“The Psychology Department’s achievement of
accreditation for the Psy.D program provides
the program and the Department with
significant national recognition,” said Jean Bartels, Ph.D., provost and vice president for Academic
Affairs. “This prestigious accreditation will provide current and future students with the assurance
that their program is of the highest quality and has recognition which will open doors for internships
and employment after graduation.”
The doctorate program originated from a longstanding and dire need for licensed psychologists in
rural, underserved areas of the South, and the United States. Students are taught to become
generalists who will be effective in the delivery of psychotherapy, psychological assessment and
psychological consultation services in rural areas. The curriculum strives to create and maintain a
dynamic, integrative and hands-on program that emphasizes behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, and
other approaches to therapy.
“This accreditation is a tremendous stamp of approval for the psychology program and faculty. It is
the American Psychological Association’s way of indicating that the education our students receive
meets the high standards of the profession, and that our graduates are well-prepared to be licensed
psychologists,” says Michael Nielsen, Ph.D., chair of Psychology. “Accreditation is further evidence
that our faculty and staff are doing great work on behalf of our students, the community, and the
state.”
This program is one of several doctorate programs students may study at Georgia Southern
University.
For more information, visit the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
at class.georgiasouthern.edu/psychology.

Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers
more than 125-degree programs serving more than 20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the
University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on
approach to education.

